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A note to the reader 


This booklet deals with basic features of 
Canada’s system of government and how Canadians 
can take part in social and political affairs. There 
is much more to learn about this system of govern- 
ment. One should also have some knowledge of 
daily political events, and the changes that are 
influenced and made by everyone in Canada, by 
those who have come recently from other countries 
as well as by those who have lived here all their 
lives. 


To applicants for Canadian 
citizenship 


The purpose of this booklet is to help you 
prepare for your interview with a citizenship Judge. 
It is not necessary to memorize all the details. In 
your interview, the Judge will ask questions to 
determine if you have a general understanding of 
how Canada is governed and of the privileges and 
responsibilities of a citizen in Canada. (The Judge 
may also ask you questions about the history and 
geography of Canada based on the folder 
“A Look at Canada”. Further, the Judge will 
decide in the interview whether you have 
sufficient knowledge of English or French, es 
and whether you fulfil the other requirements 
for citizenship such as length of residence.) f- og 
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You 
and your 
ideas 
for Canada 


F-veryone's ideas are 
important 


Whether you have been here just a few years 
or all your life, you can’t help reacting to life around 
you. And you probably have some good ideas for 
making life in Canada better for yourself and for 
other people. You might want to alter aspects of 
school or recreation programs or traffic patterns — 
things in your neighbourhood and in society that 
affect you and other people too. 


You can do a lot yourself 


Have you done anything about these ideas? 
Did you know that you can? There are many ways 
in Canada to change things for the better. For 
example, people improve the school program by 
helping as volunteers; they improve recreation by 
teaching the crafts and sports they know; they serve 
as volunteer firemen in our smaller communities; 
and so on. 


It is important to 
communicate and join with 
others 


Often it is not enough to act alone. People 
need to let each other know what they think. They 
can do this by reading and writing letters to the 
newspapers, and by attending meetings where 
plans are discussed. They can share ideas in 
organizations, like associations at their children’s 
schools and in their neighbourhood. Often the 
most effective way is to form or to join a group of 
people who seek the same changes. 


It’s your right to speak 
out and act 


As a resident of a democratic country, you 
are free to have your own political ideas. You are 
free to express your opinions and to agree or 
disagree with the ideas of others. And you are free 
to join with others for political action. 


Your vote shapes Canada's 
political life 


A Canadian citizen has the right to vote in 
democratic elections and to be a candidate for 
political office in those elections. Those who vote 
choose the people who oversee the daily work of 
government and make our laws—laws that affect 
the lives and rights of everyone in Canada. 


People can influence laws 
in order to protect their rights Os 


On April 17, 1982 the Constitution Act 1982 
was proclaimed in a ceremony on Parliament Hill 
in Ottawa. The Act sets out a Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms that neither Parliament nor any 
provincial legislature acting alone can change. 
The rights and freedoms guaranteed are demo- 
cratic rights, fundamental freedoms, mobility 
rights, legal rights, equality rights, official 
language rights and minority language education 
rights. 

Your best guarantee of ensuring your rights 
is your active interest and involvement in making 
and changing laws. It is important to share your 
ideas with others and to convince your political 
representatives to put forward your ideas. People 
often disagree over what the law means, or over 
what new laws are needed. Some disagreements 
disappear as people discuss and modify their 
views. Others are resolved by voters at elec- 
tion time. Still others are settled by 
decisions of the law courts. All of 
these are aspects of Canada’s 
poltical life, 
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The oath of citizenship 
expresses our responsibilities 


A person who becomes a Canadian citizen 
takes the following oath: 


(ee 
affirm 


that | will be faithful and bear true allegiance 
to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, 
Queen of Canada, Her Heirs and Successors 
according to law and that | will faithfully 
observe the laws of Canada and fulfil my 
duties as a Canadian citizen. 

This oath summarizes the responsibilities of 
every citizen, of one who was born in Canada as 
well as of anew Canadian. One such responsibility 
is to be loyal to Canada itself and to lawful authority 
in Canada embodied in the Monarchy (the Queen of 
Canada and her representatives) rather than the 
government of the day. The oath also contains a 
promise to act within the framework of Canada’s 
laws. Finally, it commits one to do the many things 

that are not set down in law but are vital for the 
life of the country. For example, people have basic 
responsibilities in their jobs and towards family 
and friends. People should respect the rights and 
feelings of others. They should respect private and 
public property, care for Canada’s heritage, and 


support its ideals. These are just a few of the 
responsibilities of citizens. 


Canadian citizens possess 
certain privileges 


Some privileges in Canada are reserved for 
Canadians. These include the following: 
e possession of a Canadian passport, with freedom 
to leave Canada and to return from abroad; 
© ownership of certain forms of commercial property 
and enterprises that are restricted to Canadian 
citizens; 
e membership in certain occupations that are 
restricted to Canadian citizens (for example, lawyers 
and police in some provinces); 
e preferred consideration for some jobs (such as 
public service jobs); 
e preferred consideration for some forms of assis- 
tance (such as certain grants to students and artists) 
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Canadians have special 
political privileges 


The most important privileges of Canadian 
citizens are to vote and to run for office in all 
political elections. (Non-Canadian residents may 
vote and run for office at the municipal and the 
provincial or territorial levels in some areas, but 
not at the federal level.) In a sense, this privilege 
is also a responsibility. Although no one is obliged 
to vote or run for office, the survival of our demo- 
cratic form of government depends on people taking 
part in it. 


Canada’s 


form of 
government 


Canadians have developed 
a unique form of government 


Canada has developed its form of government 
by drawing on a variety of political systems. Al- 
though each feature is shared with one or more 
countries, the particular combination of features at 
work here in Canada is unique. Many of these 
features are described in the following pages and 
summarized in the charts on pages 9 and 11. 


Canada’s head of state 
represents all the people 


The head of state function in Canada and each 
of the provinces is performed by the representative 
of the Crown: the Governor-General of Canada 
and the ten Lieutenant-Governors, one for each 
province. This function is performed by Queen 
Elizabeth I], Queen of Canada, when she visits this 
country from her home in Britain. 

In Canada, the head of state does not actually 
govern. The representatives of the Crown really 
represent all the people—the whole of Canada, or a 
whole province. As such, they are guardians of the 
constitution and symbols of unity. Their signatures 
make laws official, and they call on elected leaders 
to be heads of government. 


Our parliaments make 
our laws 


Our elected representatives gather in 
Parliament to discuss and pass laws. The federal 
Parliament is made up of the Governor-General, 
the House of Commons (the elected representa- 
tives) and the Senate (Senators are appointed, not 
elected). Provincial parliaments consist of the 
Lieutenant-Governor and elected representatives 
only, who meet in the Legislative Assembly (also 
called House of Assembly or National Assembly 
in certain provinces). 


Parliament is supreme in this political system. 
The departments and agencies that provide public 
services are responsible to parliament. The courts 
interpret laws passed by parliament, but parliament 
can pass new laws that overturn decisions of the 
courts. 


There are three levels of 
government in Canada 


Canada has three levels of government: 
e the federal government for all of Canada; 
© a government in each province or territory; and 
¢ municipal or local governments for our cities, 
towns and rural areas. 
The British North America Act of 1867 and its 
amendments set out the division of powers among 
the levels of government in Canada. 


Fach level of government 
has its own responsibilities 


The federal government is responsible for 
citizenship, foreign policy, defence, national 
economic policy and unemployment insurance, 
to mention just a few. These areas of responsibility 
concern Canada as a whole. On the other hand, 
provincial and territorial governments deal with 
issues that particularly concern each province or 
territory. For example, education and child welfare, 
highways and hospital care are dealt with in Canada 
on a provincial or territorial basis. Finally, municipal 
governments are responsible for public concerns 
that have to be dealt with on a local basis, such as 
streets, building regulations, recreation, garbage 
disposal and sewers. In some instances, such as 
taxation, the responsibilities of different levels of 
government overlap. 

The policies and services of all three levels of 
government affect all Canadians. A Canadian citizen 
may vote in all three kinds of elections: federal, 
provincial (or territorial) and municipal. 


Political 
parties 
in Canada 


You vote for someone to 
represent the area where 
you live 


Canada is divided for elections into electoral 
districts (also called constituencies or ridings). 
Every political candidate seeks to be elected in a 
particular electoral district. If successful, he or she 
represents everyone who lives in that electoral 
district. 

The size of electoral districts relates roughly 
to population. Because the cities are more densely 
populated than the countryside, urban electoral 
districts are much smaller in area than rural districts. 


Most politicians belong 
to political parties 


Candidates usually seek federal and provincial 
office as members of political parties. Candidates 
and representatives who do not belong to any 
political party are called independents. 

There are several reasons for having political 
parties. For one, the issues that any government 
deals with are complex. No politician can master 
every issue, So politicians share information and 
ideas in a political party. They develop policies 
together and these make up the party's platform. 
Everyone can join political parties to influence 
their policies, work in election campaigns, and help 
their candidates to be elected. 


The head of government is 
the leader of the party in power 


The election determines who will represent 
the people in each electoral district, and how many 
elected members each party will have. Political 
parties are essential to Canada’s system of govern- 
ment. Federal and provincial politicians tend to 
work within the framework of party policies. If one 
party has more than half of the representatives or 
members in the federal House of Commons, it will 
be the party in power and form the government, 
because it is quite certain that its proposals will 
be supported by a majority of members in the 
House of Commons. The leader of the party 
becomes the head of government and is called the 
Prime Minister. 

What has just been outlined applies equally 
to political parties in the provincial legislative 
assemblies. There the head of government may be 
called either Premier or Prime Minister. 


Sometimes a minority 
government is formed 


When no party has a majority, the minority 
party that appears able to conduct government 
business will head the government. Even in this 
situation, called minority government, it is usual in 
Canada to have just one party in power. It will need 
the support of members from one or more other 
parties to remain in power. 


The Prime Minister selects 
other ministers 


The party in power actually forms the federal 
government when the Governor-General, the 
representative of the Crown, invites its leader to 
be the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister in turn 
selects other members of the party in power to be 
Ministers at the head of the many departments or 
ministries, like External Affairs, National Defence, 
and National Revenue. Their policies and decisions 
can be questioned in the House of Commons. With 
the Prime Minister, the ministers form the Cabinet. 

Senators as well as elected members can be 
invited to take part in Cabinet and to head govern- 
ment departments. Usually at least one Senator is in 
the federal Cabinet, representing the Senate. 

Basically, much the same system exists in the 
provinces. There, the Lieutenant-Governor is the 
one who invites the leader of a particular party 
to be Premier (or Prime Minister) and head the 
government. However, as the provinces have no 
Senate, provincial Cabinets consist of elected 
representatives only. 


Wate party in power needs 
the support of the elected 
representatives 


The Cabinet sets the overall policies of the 
government. It guides the party in power, which 
can govern successfully as long as a majority of 
the elected representatives vote for the Cabinet's 
proposals. If a majority of members vote against 
the Cabinet on a serious matter, then the party in 
power is considered defeated and an election is 
called, unless the representative of the Crown first 
invites the leader of another party to form the 
government. 


Opposition parties criticize 
government proposals 


The parties that are not in power are called 
the opposition parties. The largest of these is the 
official opposition, and its Leader is called leader 
of the opposition. These parties also have a very 
important task. Although any member of the House 
of Commons or a provincial assembly can propose 
new laws, usually the party in power proposes the 
new laws and the opposition parties may criticize 
them, trying to improve them or to have them 
rejected. 

Some political parties in Canada are active at 
only one or two levels of government. Others are 
active at all three levels. The parties that have had 
members in the federal Parliament for the last 10 
years or longer are the Liberal Party, the Progressive 
Conservative Party, the New Democratic Party, and 
the Social Credit Party. It is important to know the 
names of the political parties and their leaders at 
the federal and provincial levels. It is also important 
to follow discussions of political issues during 
election campaigns and at other times as well. 
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How 
laws are 
passed 


How the federal 
Parliament passes laws 


Every bill, or proposed law, must go through 
the process shown in the chart on page 11 in order 
to be enacted by the federal Parliament. The House 
of Commons votes as a whole on the bill at each of 
its three readings or presentations, and the Senate 
does the same. If the bill is approved at all these 
stages and not defeated, then the Governor-General 
Signs it and it becomes law. 

Much of the detailed work on a bill is done by 
parliamentary committees (smaller groups of 
Members from all the parties), since there are too 
many bills and other issues for the House of 
Commons or Senate as a whole to study each of 
them in detail. Besides examining bills, committees 
review the estimates or budgets of government 
departments and agencies, and carry out studies 
and investigations. Most committee meetings 
are open to the public. 


How laws are passed in 
provincial parliaments 


Like the federal Parliament, the provincial 
assemblies also make use of committees and three 
readings. However ; they do not have a senate. 
Once a bill is passed by a provincial assembly, it 
is signed by the Lieutenant-Governor and becomes 
law. 

Provinces confer some responsibilities on 
municipalities. You can find out how your munici- 
pality is governed by attending meetings of your 
local council. 


All bills that involve expenditure, as well as 


Passage of Federal , : 
, ; most other bills, follow the sequence of this chart— 
Legislation in the House House of Commons first, then the Senate. However, 
some bills are introduced in the Senate and the 
of Commons and Senate go through the House of Commons. : 


Bill is prepared by the Minister responsible and the 
Department of Justice and is approved by Cabinet. 


First reading: introduction and brief explanationofthe [| | | First reading 
bill in the House of Commons. — in the Senate 


Second reading: debate and vote on the principle of _. Second reading 
|. inthe Senate 


the bill. 


In Committee: detailed examination of the bill by the In Senate 
appropriate Parliamentary Committee. Committee 


Report stage: report by the Parliamentary Committee _ _ , 
to the House of Commons; debate and vote on each _ Rerenpiag®: 
clause of the bill and on amendments. 


Third reading: vote on the bill as a whole by the House Third reading 
— in the Senate 


of Commons. 


The Governor-General gives royal assent to the Bill in Parliament and 
signs it, making it an Act of Parliament. 


How voting 
takes place 


Voting is done by secret 
ballot 


Political elections take place by secret ballot. 
That is, no one watches you vote, or can find out 
how you voted. Of course, people can talk about 
politics and share their ideas as they want. No one 
can force you to vote in any particular way, however; 
and no one can force you to say how you voted. 


Make sure your name is 
on the voters list 


You have to be at least 18 years old anda 
Canadian citizen to vote in a federal election. You 
vote in the electoral district where you reside. Your 
name should be on a voters’ list for that district. 
This is a list of names used on election day to 
make sure that the people who vote are really 
eligible to vote and that they vote only once. Voters’ 
lists are made up before each federal election by 
enumerators who come to your door to ask if you 
are eligible to vote. Copies of the lists are then 
posted in public places, such as on utility poles 
and in apartment building lobbies, well in advance 
of election day. If you see that your name is not on 
the list, you can try to have it put on at a revisal 
office if you think that you are eligible to vote. The 
newspapers announce the location and hours of 
this office. If you live in an urban area, you will not 
be permitted to vote unless your name is on the 
list before election day. 


You vote by marking a ballot 


When you vote, you will be given a ballot, a 
printed document on which to indicate which can- 
didate you prefer. The ballot for a federal election 
bears the names of the candidates in alphabetical 
order, with the name of the political party each 
belongs to (if any). To vote, you mark an X in the 
space after the name of the candidate you prefer. 

The pictures on page 13 show the major steps 
in enumeration and voting in a federal election. 


There are different rules for 
other elections 


Provincial and municipal elections differ from 
federal elections. In some elections persons who 
are not Canadian citizens may vote. The minimum 
age for voting varies. Some provinces have per- 
manent voters’ lists. A person may have to live in 
a province or municipality a certain length of time 
in order to be eligible to vote there. In municipal 
elections voters usually have to choose representa- 
tives for various municipal jobs and for school 
boards too, so ballots can become quite long. Some 
municipalities use voting machines. But the basic 
pattern is always the same—voters lists, ballots 
bearing the names of the candidates for each district, 
and voting by secret ballot. 


Enumerators visit your home before 
the election. 


They record the names of all eligible 
voters. 


Mark an X in the spot after the name 
of the candidate you prefer. 


A polling station official puts your 
secret ballot in the ballot box. 


Make sure your name is on the voters’ 
list. 


On election day, come to the polling 
station and receive a ballot. 


The ballots are counted andthe results 
are announced to the public. 


Your 
representa- 


tives in 
government 


Your representatives are 
elected to work for you 


It is important to know who your federal, 
provincial or territorial and municipal representa- 
tives are. They are your representatives in govern- 
ment because you live in their electoral districts. 

It doesn't matter what political party you support; 
representatives speak for all of their constituents. 
They are your link to government. They can 
represent your views when arguing for or against 
a proposed law. They can bring any topic of concern 
out into the open and demand answers. They can 
help you if you require services from government 
or have a problem with any level of government. 
Because the different levels of government do 
different jobs, people often need help just to find 
the right government or department to contact. 


It is important to 
communicate with your 
representatives 


It is easy to get in touch with your elected 
representatives. For instance, you can write to your 
federal Member of Parliament just by putting his or 
her name and House of Commons, Ottawa on the 
envelope. You don't even need a stamp while 
Parliament is in session. Some representatives 
have constituency offices, especially in urban 
areas, where you can talk to the representative 
or the office staff. Some representatives send 
newsletters to tell you what has been happening in 
your government. They might ask you to send back 
your comments on particular issues. This is another 
convenient way to tell your federal, provincial and 
municipal representatives your views on the issues 
of the day. 


That's just 
a beginning 


There’s much more to lear! 
and do 


Even more important than the basic facts 
presented in this booklet are the daily discussions 
decisions and actions that make up Canadian 
current affairs. You can keep up with current affair 
by following news reports and discussing political 
issues with others: You can share the responsibilit 
of governing Canada by participating in these 
discussions, voting, joining a political party, or 
running for political office. 


Canada and its governmen 
are yours 


As a Canadian citizen, you belong to a demo 
cratic country where individual freedom is respecte 
and where you can participate in political and socie 
activities to protect your freedom and improve 
your country. You are encouraged to share your 
particular cultural heritage with your fellow 
Canadians at the same time as you learn from 
others. By respecting and appreciating each other 
and by sharing responsibility for their country, 
Canadians choose to grow together. 
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names of your government representatives 


Please note: 
re you If you wish, you can use this page to list the 
and other important information. You do 
not have to fill in the spaces in order to 
wp sc) O= eC: become a Canadian citizen, but a Citizen- 


ship Judge might ask about some of these 
items at a citizenship interview. 


Canada’s federal government 


Head of State: the representative of the Crown for all Canada is 
the Governor-General, 
Head of Government: the Prime Minister is 


and belongs to the___ Party. 


Te cade OF ie Uppostionis. 8 ____, and belongs to the 
Party. The other parties with members of Parliament in Ottawa 
are 


. Their leaders are 


My representative in Ottawa is 


Provincial government 


Head of State: the representative of the Crown for my province is 


the Lieutenant-Governor, 


Head of Government: the provincial Premier 
(ees... .__, W0 EIGN aS to 
Ce... Paty. 

The eadere (aeOppositionis.. Cd Delongs tothe 

Party. The other parties with members in the Provincial 


Assembly are 


. Their leaders are 


My provincial representative is 


Municipal government 


The name of the municipality where I live is 


The Mayor, Reeve or Council Chairman is 
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